THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY AfACDOtfALD
This by-elect ion was also noteworthy became of the amusing
antics of what came to be known as * Bottomley\s Circus/ a
hooligan group that went around the constituency,, haranguing
at the street corners, denouncing MacDonald as a traitor, and
breaking up Labour meetings. The opposing candidate had
been carefully chosen to appeal to the wood of the moment
He wan Captain Gee, V,C., ami the hoardings screamed forth
the jingle : VOTE FOR GKK, V.CM AND MAKE U. V.O, M,P. A
feature of the Election was the doorstep canvassing by Society
ladies. No slander was mean enough for them* All sorts of
shameful innuendoes and cruel insinuations were made against
the personal character of the Labour candidate.
Beginning with a great handicap against him, MacDonald
gained daily. Up to the last moment* the issue was in doubt,
and in the end he was only beaten by UH;j votes. When one
considers how near this election was to the War period, how
personal prejudice could be stirred up against him on account
of his attitude at thut time* and how much political opposition
could be combined against him, the* resttlt is surprising. That
he came so near to victory was undoubtedly due to his forceful
personality, his wonderful industry and Ins compelling oratory.
Although he was unsuccessful at that time in his attempt to
re-enter Parliament, his sensational electioneering augmented
his reputation in the country and consolidated his prestige in
the Labour Party* It was felt that, given a more favourable
opportunity, success was assured,
It was to Wales that he afterwards turned, The Welsh* like
the Scots, take their polities almost as seriously as they do their
religion I Keir Hardie laid the solid foundation of the political
Labour Movement in South Wales* and to-day, twenty years
after his death, his name is spoken there with an almost
religious reverence. His speeches^ delivered in a broad Scots
accent, not unlike the Welsh, appealed to the Celtic emotion
of the Welsh and stirred their soul for the catise he so elo-
quently preached. It was the miners of Merthyr who first
welcomed Keir Hardie, and, in xgoo, after a campaign of only
eleven hours* the shortest political contest on record, gave him
a sensational victory,
To Wales, then, MacDonald turned in his next attempt to
enter Parliament, and there is no doubt that he profited by
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